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” I e. lam , Muhammad and his religion" w* 01 i^t j j?-/jlJz> <c-J£~.=4> 
"After the prophet's death, however, the growing community of his followers found that a great many 
problems of religion, and even more of community life, were arising for which there was no specific 
guidance in the Guram, Guidance was therefore sought in the Traditions, Maditti, as to what the 
prophet lhad said and done, or was reported to have said and done. This vast accumulation of 
genuine, partly genuine, and quite spurious traditions was presently digested into the collection of 
HaditfT M 
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"The insistence on complete chains is to ha associated with tha teaching of Ash Shafi-I, who was 


roughly a contemporary of al-Waqidi .Once it became fashionable to give complete isnads, scholars 
must have been tempted to extend their chains backwards to contemporaries of tit u hmm ad .£ van 


when thus added to the chains, however, their additions may have been sound, since they probably 


knew in a general way where their predecessors had obtained information. This means only that we 
cannot rely so fully on the early links of chains as on the later ones" ^ ^ 
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